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NOONGAR (KOORAH, NITJA, BOORDAHWAN) (PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE)  
RECOGNITION BILL 2013 — DRAFT BILL 

Statement by Premier 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [12.05 pm]: Today, I present this Parliament with a draft bill 
recognising the Noongar people as the traditional owners of the south west of Western Australia. The Noongar 
(Koorah, Nitja, Boordahwan) (Past, Present, Future) Recognition Bill 2013 will acknowledge the significant and 
unique contribution that the Noongar people have made and continue to make to the heritage, cultural identity, 
community and economy of the state. I wish to acknowledge the elders and senior representatives of the 
Noongar community who are present in the gallery. 

The bill is the centrepiece of the agreement to settle all native title claims across Perth and the south west of 
Western Australia. The south west settlement is the most comprehensive proposal of its kind in Australian 
history, involving 40 000 Noongar people and covering approximately 200 000 square kilometres of the 
south west. The state’s offer, presented to the Noongar community in July 2013, includes the creation of a 
perpetual trust for Noongar people that will hold funds, land and other assets aimed at delivering 
intergenerational change for the Noongar community. 

The bill does not create any rights or have any consequential impact on current laws. It is largely symbolic, but it 
is an important step toward reconciliation and a public mark of respect to Noongar people. The bill, as an 
element of the south west settlement, will be formally introduced into this Parliament only upon a final 
agreement being reached with the Noongar community. I trust that the goodwill and sincerity, which has taken 
both the state government and the Noongar native title claimants to this point in negotiations, will continue and I 
look forward to introducing the agreed bill into Parliament in the near future. 

I table a draft copy of the bill. May I simply acknowledge and thank not only the Noongar people and the 
negotiating group, but also those within government who have worked over the past four years to get us to this 
point. It is a historic moment in the history of reconciliation and the history of the relationship between the wider 
community and Aboriginal people. I commend them for their courage and the hard work undertaken. 
[Applause.] 
[See paper 1396.] 
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